
Absence    
May we please stress the importance of parents letting school 
know if your child is going to be absent. Please ensure 
you either telephone or email the office before 8.45am if 
your child is going to be absent due to illness, even if they 
were off with the same illness the previous day. We use a 
digital system to record and monitor pupils’ attendance and 
punctuality and we are legally required to keep this data.  

For any planned absence (for example, a family holiday), 
parents must ask for and complete a ‘Notification of Child 
Absence’ form explaining the reason for and length of 
absence. This form must be handed to the school office 
and with sufficient notice. However, where possible, family 
trips and visits to the Doctor or Dentist should be arranged 
in the holidays or out of school hours - this is to ensure that 
disruption to the children’s education is minimised. Thank 
you very much for your co-operation.

Facebook 
The school Facebook page is proving to be a success and 
seems to be generating a lot of positive interest in the school. 
Thank you to those parents who have written reviews on 
Facebook and ‘liked’ our page. In line with the school’s social 
networking policy, please be aware that staff who have a 
personal Facebook page are unable to accept friend requests 
from school parents.

Sainbury’s Active Kids Vouchers
Heather Whitaker has ordered some new play equipment 
for the children - these items are due to arrive before the 
October half term. Thank you to Heather for collecting the 
vouchers for us once again. The children are looking forward 
to playing with the new equipment.

School Uniform    
Just an update for you about school uniform. The new school 
uniform website should be up and running by the end of 
September and the new company is called ‘Schoolwear 
Solutions’. They are based in Mapperley, Nottingham 
and you can purchase uniform either from the shop itself, 
or online via the website. We have waited until school 
returned for the Autumn Term to request that the new site is 
made operational, as we thought parents would like to take 
advantage of all the sale items on the John Lewis site - they 
have continued to reduce prices to sell everything quickly. 
John Lewis do still have some smaller sizes left in certain 
badged items if anyone still wants to pick up a bargain!

Schoolwear Solutions will stock all basic uniform items such 
as shirts, blouses, trousers, pinafore dresses, coats etc. The 
jumpers, cardigans and PE uniform will no longer be badged 
and will be available on the website along with all other 
items. The blazer will be badged and will be available by 
order and delivered within about ten days. Once ordered, 
the blazers will not be returnable, so we have requested a 
set of sample sizes which will be kept at school for parents 
to try on their child, to ensure the correct size is ordered. We 
will now stock ties, winter hats and PE bags at school, so 
please email the office if you wish to buy any of these items. 
More information about the summer dresses will follow after 
Christmas. Once we have details of the website address, we 
will email you all with the information.

Whilst on the subject of uniform, just a polite reminder about 
our school uniform policy at Colston Bassett School. School 
uniform is compulsory, along with the colour and style for 
all garments including outdoor coats and hats. We would 
appreciate your co-operation in ensuring that your children 
all wear the correct and named garments (i.e. no non-school 
colours). Wearing a uniform is a badge of pride, creates 
an identity for a school and is an important part of being a 
school pupil. 

School Contact Details 
Please be aware that if your child is offsite - e.g. for a trip 
or extra curricular activity - and you need to get in touch 
with a member of staff, please try the school mobile number 
first, which is 07387 004640. If you cannot get through to 
this number, then please contact Millfield Nursery on 0115 
9334085 and they will ensure that any urgent messages are 
passed on. Thank you.



Curriculum
KS1 Plants (Science) 

This half term the children will learn to identify 
and name a variety of common wild and garden 
plants, and to describe the basic structure of plants. 
Children will also observe the changes across all 
seasons throughout the whole school year.   

Significant Individuals (History)
This half term the children will learn about the lives 
of significant individuals who have contributed to 
the development of modern Britain. 

British Values (PSHE)
This half term the children will learn the basic 
British values of democracy, rule of law and mutual 
respect and tolerance.

J1 States of Matter (Science) 
This half term the children will learn to identify 
solids, liquids and gases and how particles are 
arranged in each. They will also study changes in 
state and the water cycle.   

Rainforests (Geography)
This half term the children will be looking at the 
‘flora’ and ‘fauna’ of rainforests around the world. 

British Values (PSHE)
This half term, through class discussion and 
activities, the Junior children will be learning about 
British Values and how we implement these in 
school and through our everyday life. 

J2 Evolution and Inheritance (Science) 
This half term the children will learn about 
processes of evolution, natural selection and 
inheritance.   

Dinosaurs (Geography)
This half term the children will be looking at 
dinosaurs with a particular focus on palaeontology 
- fossils and where to find them. 

British Values (PSHE)
This half term, through class discussion and 
activities, the Junior children will be learning about 
British Values and how we implement these in 
school and through our everyday life. 

Flu Vaccinations (Reception - 
Year 4) 
The children’s flu vaccine is offered as a yearly nasal spray 
to young children to help protect them against flu. Children 
in Reception and Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 are being offered the 
vaccine this autumn. A school nurse will be coming into 
Colston Bassett on Tuesday 7th November at 11.00am 
to administer the vaccines. We will be sending out an 
information leaflet and a consent form shortly - please could 
you complete and return these to school if you wish your 
child to have the flu vaccine. Thank you.

St John’s Consecration
We have been contacted by Mr Edward Hine, who is the 
church warden of St John the Divine in Colston Bassett. 
The church will be having a special service on Sunday 15th 
October at 10.00am to celebrate the 125th anniversary of its 
consecration. Parents and children are welcome to attend this 
service if they wish. 

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 26th September	 Trip to Wollaton Hall (whole 	
			   school)  
Sunday 15th October	 St John’s Consecration
Tuesday 17th October	 Parents’ Evening (6.30-8.30pm)
Friday 20th October	 Last day of half term
Monday 30th October	 Return to school
Wednesday 1st November	 Parents’ Evening
			   (KS2 - 3.00pm-5.30pm 
			   KS1 - 4.00pm-5.30pm)   
Tuesday 7th November	 Flu vaccinations (Rec-Year 4)

Best wishes

Mrs R E O’Dell 
Headteacher

Healthy Eating    
A polite reminder - our policy states that no food, drinks 
or sweets are to be brought into school. Our children are 
provided with a piece of fruit at morning break and drinking 
water is available throughout the day. Reception children 
are provided with milk at morning break. In addition, should 
your child be attending an after school club, he or she will 
also be provided with fruit and a drink at afternoon break.


