
Visits and Visitors
We were delighted to welcome Alex Hamilton and Ray 
Smithson from the BBC East Midlands Today weather 
team to school last month. They erected a mini replica of 
their weather studio in one of our classrooms, complete 
with a blue screen, TV monitors and weather graphics. 
The children were fascinated to learn how the weather 
forecast is produced and presented on television and were 
thrilled to have an opportunity at presenting a weather 
forecast themselves. Thank you to Alex and Ray for a very 
informative, fun and exciting visit.

You may or may not be aware that Belvoir Castle are 
celebrating Christmas this year with a ‘Musical Extravaganza’ 
- this event will take place on Sunday 10th, Monday 11th 
and Wednesday 13th December 2017 from 4.00pm to 
9.00pm. With so many Christmas trees to decorate at the 
castle, they are requesting help from local schools. We are 
delighted to have received an invitation to decorate a tree, 
so our Reception and KS1 children are visiting Belvoir Castle 
on Wednesday 6th December during the morning to join 
in with the fun. Mrs Prince is organising the making of the 
decorations in her art lessons and Mrs Smith, Miss Farmer 
and Mrs Prince will accompany the children for the visit. 
We have been advised by the event organisers that there 
is a discount code giving 40% off the ticket price for the 
Musical Extravaganza for parents who wish to purchase 
tickets to attend this event and see their child’s amazing tree 
decorations. Tickets can be purchased through the castle 
website www.belvoircastle.com/cme and just enter the 
discount code PERFORMER in the promotional code box that 
is on the shopping basket page.

Finally, as you all know, we are taking the children to the 
Nottingham Playhouse on Wednesday 20th December to 
attend the Matinee performance of ‘Cinderella.’ We hope 
the children have a wonderful afternoon and it will ensure 
everyone gets into the Christmas spirit - ‘Oh yes it will!’ 

Halloween and Bonfire Night
Thank you to Kate Prince and the Parents Association for 
arranging these annual events once again. The Halloween 
party on Monday 30th October was full of scary creatures 
and they all had a lovely time. Thank you to the parents who 
helped decorate the village hall.  

The annual fireworks party took place at Millfield Nursery 
School on Saturday 4th November and a good time was had 
by all. There was chilli, jackets and hot dogs to eat, plenty 
of mulled wine and squashes to drink and a particularly 
dazzling firework display! Well done to the children for 
behaving responsibly with the sparklers. Thank you to 
Andrew Cooney for taking over as ‘Chief Firestarter’ this year 
and to everyone who helped make this a successful evening 
once again.  

St Nicholas Fair 
As part of our fundraising campaign, we are holding a 
Christmas fair at school on Thursday 14th December at 
9.00am. The money raised will be split between ourselves 
(to put towards a new school laptop) and Macmillan. In this 
respect we should be very grateful to receive any gifts or 
good quality second-hand toys, which can be sold. Most of 
the items will be priced at £1.00 or under to encourage the 
children to use their own money to purchase some Christmas 
gifts! We would also be keen to have a ‘home-made stall’ 
if anyone would like to donate anything to this too. Please 
bring your donations to Mrs Smith any time between now 
and 11th December. Thank you in advance for your support.

Christmas Jumper Day
On Friday 15th December we will be taking part in the 
Christmas Jumper Day for ‘Save the Children’. This is an 
international organisation that improves the lives of children 
in developing countries through better education, health 
care and economic opportunities. People everywhere will 
be getting in on the act on 15th December and donning 
Christmas jumpers. By donating a minimum of £1.00, you 
will be helping to save children’s lives. As always your 
support is hugely appreciated. Thank you. 



Curriculum
KS1 Everyday Materials (Science) 

This half term the children have been learning to 
distinguish between an object and the material it 
is made from, and they will identify and name a 
variety of everyday materials.

Significant Individuals (History)
This half term the children are continuing to learn 
about the lives of significant individuals who have 
contributed to the development of modern Britain.

British Values (PSHE)
The children are continuing their topic from the first 
half term - the basic British values of democracy, 
rule of law and mutual respect and tolerance.

J1 Electricity (Science)
This half term the children will be learning how to 
construct simple circuits and test for conductors 
and indicators.

Rainforests (History)
This half term the children are continuing to 
study the history of rainforests and deforestation, 
looking at the impact of humans on the natural 
environment over time.  

British Values (PSHE)
This half term the Juniors are continuing their topic 
on British Values and how we implement these in 
school and through our everyday life.

J2 Electricity (Science)
This half term the children will be furthering their 
understanding of circuits and how to control the 
output of simple electrical devices. 

Dinosaurs (History)
This half term the children are learning about the 
history of fossil hunters and palaeologists, with a 
particular focus on Mary Anning.

British Values (PSHE)
This half term the Juniors are continuing their topic 
on British Values and how we implement these in 
school and through our everyday life.

Carol Concert
Our inaugural Carol Concert last year was a great success 
and a lovely start to the Christmas celebrations. Therefore 
we have decided to hold another concert with our Key Stage 
2 children. This year it will be on Thursday 21st December 
at 7.00pm at St John the Divine Church, Colston Bassett. All 
the Key Stage 2 children are expected to attend and will be 
required to wear school uniform, including their blazers. We 
anticipate that the performance will last for approximately 
40 minutes. Parents are welcome to bring younger siblings to 
watch the concert, and of course other family members and 
friends are welcome too.

Chess Tournament
Well done to our chess team who took part in the South Area 
Chess League at Crossdale Drive School on Tuesday 21st 
November. The children all played well and were excellent 
ambassadors for the school. They gained an impressive 
second place in their ‘A’ League matches. 

Chess is a great game to learn and improves focus and 
thinking skills. New members are welcome and it would be 
good to see some girls getting involved.

School Grounds 
During spells of snow/icy weather, we do endeavour to keep 
the school premises as safe as possible with our supply of 
rock salt. However, the site may remain icy in places, so 
please be extra careful during times of severe weather. We 
always try to ensure that the school remains open during 
periods of bad weather, as we are aware of the impact our 
closure would have on working parents. If the weather turns 
particularly severe during the day, we may contact parents 
and suggest an earlier pick up time to ensure everyone gets 
home safely. If parents would prefer not to travel to bring their 
children to school, please advise us accordingly.

Nativity Service 
We will be holding our Nativity service on Monday 18th 
December at Colston Bassett Village Hall. This year it will be 
‘Hosanna Rock’. The performance will begin at 2.00pm and 
will last approximately half an hour. Staff will accompany 
the children back to school after the service to change and 
collect their belongings. Please walk back to school to collect 
your child. As always, other members of your family and 
friends will be welcome to come along - we look forward to 
seeing you on the afternoon.



After School Clubs 
In light of the very busy last week of term this year, we have 
decided that the after school clubs will not be running that 
week. We acknowledge we stated that we intend to run the 
clubs permanently now to avoid any confusion; however it 
will simply not be practical running the clubs the last week 
of the Autumn Term due to all the events we have planned 
(such as the Nativity, pantomime trip and Carol Concert). We 
will send an email out nearer the time to remind parents and 
apologies for any inconvenience this may cause. 

Winter Clothing 
Just a reminder about wellies for using outside now the winter 
months are upon us - we do still like to be out as much as we 
can and waterproof coats and wellies ensure the children stay 
warm and dry whilst outside. May we request that parents 
label their children’s clothing, particularly items which they 
take off regularly during the winter months such as coats and 
hats. We also have a vast collection of wellington boots and 
bags, many of which are the same or similar - a name written 
either inside the wellingtons or on the back of the bag helps 
staff to quickly identify the rightful owner.

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 6th December   KS1 Christmas Tree decorating at  
     Belvoir Castle 
Thursday 14th December   St Nicholas Fair
Friday 15th December    Christmas Jumper Day
Monday 18th December   Nativity Service (2.00pm)
Tuesday 19th December   School Christmas Party
Wednesday 20th December Trip to Nottingham Playhouse to  
     see ‘Cinderella’ 
Thursday 21st December   Carol Concert (7.00pm)
Friday 22nd December   Last day of Autumn Term
Tuesday 9th January   Return to school for Spring Term

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year 

Mrs R E O’Dell 
Headteacher

Christmas Cards 
We will soon be putting the Christmas post box up in the 
Junior teaching area, if the children wish to post Christmas 
cards in school. 

This year, the staff have decided to make a donation to 
our school charities rather than sending Christmas cards to 
individual children. If parents would prefer to do this too, 
there is a collection box in the school office.

Punctuality 
May we politely remind parents that we expect pupils to 
be in school by 8.45am when the morning bell rings. Late 
arrivals can disrupt the start of morning lessons for other 
pupils. Should you experience an unavoidable delay and 
arrive late, please report to the office so that your child can be 
registered. Thank you.

School Uniform
You should all now be aware that the new school uniform 
website ‘Schoolwear Solutions’ has been up and running 
since October. Please follow the link below for online 
purchases: 

https://www.schoolwearsolutions.com/our-schools/colston-
bassett-preparatory-school/

This link is also available on the school website.

Just a reminder that we do stock some badged winter hats, 
school ties and gym bags at school, so please email the office 
if you would like to buy any of these items. The prices are as 
follows:

Winter hat: £8.00
School tie: £5.00
Gym bag: £5.00

We also keep a set of badged blazers at school (one in each 
size) for you to try on your child if you require a new one. 
You can then make an online order and the blazer will be 
supplied to you.

If anyone has any queries regarding uniform, please contact 
John and Liz Miller. 


